GSO 2009-2010

Meeting Minutes- General Meeting
September 17th, 2009- 12-1pm

UIC CON RM 1151
I. Meeting called to order at 12:05pm

II. Approval of April 2009 meeting minutes

· Naomi, Jenny 2nd

III. Officer reports

· President- Jen

i. Welcome fair was a success again this year. We met a lot of incoming graduate students and handed out information on GSO. Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help at the table.

ii. HPSC President’s meeting was on Aug. 30th. HPSC projects grants are available if we want to do an event that is open to other health students. They also have travel grants available quarterly if you are going to conferences, seminars, etc.

iii. Don’t forget about the GSO Calendar on the website. It has most of the events that are going on around campus and in the CON. It is updated often.

iv. Reminder: GSO established a Blackboard site last semester. We have various discussion boards on the site for each grad student program at the CON. If you would like access to the site, please email me: jbaxte2@uic.edu

v. We would like to update our Travel Grant application process. More to come on that. 

vi. The GSO Bylaws have not been updated since 2006. We should take a look at them. 

· Nicholas has experience with bylaws and is willing to help with this.

vii. There is a Senate meeting on Sept. 24th. Our rep (Noi) cannot be there. Can anyone take her spot?

viii. UIC Senate Committee positions are available. (These are not related to GSO positions, but are university-wide positions.) The deadline was 9/18; however if you are still interested, please contact the UIC Senate directly to see if they still have openings for the following. Descriptions of the duties of each of the UIC Senate Standing Committees available at: http://www.uic.edu/depts/senate/StudentPETITIONCOMMITTEE09-10.pdf  
· Educational Policy 1 vacant Health Profession student seat

· External Relations and Public Service Committee has 2 vacant student seats

· Student Affairs Committee has 3 vacant student seats-one of which is a graduate level student seat

· Research Committee has 2 vacant graduate level student seats

· Executive Committee has 1 vacant Health Profession student seat

· Budget, Planning and Priorities Committee has 1 vacant graduate level student seat

· Support Services Committee has 1 vacant student seat

ix. There are still openings available for the Oct. 8th Writing workshop. Contact Patti McDonough  (pattimcd@uic.edu) for more information.

x. FYI: Special course listing/descriptions available to students (under “Forms” on the CON website) around registration time so that you do not have to rely on the email messages that come out about individual offerings. We were thinking of asking this to be created, but it already exists!

· Treasurer- Jenny 

i. The budget proposal was sent in to HPSC for GSO. We did not use all of our funds last year so we are not sure if they will give us less. We should know our final budget soon.

· Health Professionals Student Council (HPSC) Reps- Nusara 

i. The next meeting is on September 24th.

· CON PhD Curriculum Rep- Rachael 

i. Next meeting is Tuesday, September 22nd.

ii. Jen- Reminder that this meeting is open to all grad students. GSO 

has a rep (Rachael) that voices our collective concerns/questions and brings information back to the organization. The same goes for the Advanced Practice Curriculum Sub Committee. You can get meeting times by contacting the appropriate GSO rep.

· Admissions and Academic Standards Committee Rep- Jenny 

i.
Meeting was September 11th. Group discussed the need for the CON website to be more accessible for prospective students and 

allow for better communication with applicants (i.e. clearer instructions). There was talk about establishing a process for appeals for denial of admission but that will probably not happen. Will clarify this at the next meeting.

· Webmaster- Boontuan 

i. Pictures needed for Jenny, Jane, Rachael, Olivia, Boontuan, Dr. Zak, and newly elected officers. Please email them to Jen until Boontuan gets set up/comfortable with the website.

· Faculty Advisor- Dr. Zak

i. 2009 UIC "East Meets West" Heart Walk (October 9th, 12pm).  CON has a team. Dr. Zak is the captain. To register for the event: http://www.UICEastMeetsWest.org
Choose UICCON as your team.
You can donate directly to our team, raise funds and walk, donate time to help the day of the walk, or all of the above! All proceeds will go to the American Heart Association and will benefit Heart Disease Research. Our team goal this year is to raise at least $1,000.00

IV. New Business

· Special elections for vacant positions- CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW OFFICERS!

i. Vice President- Naomi Twigg elected

ii. Secretary- Nicholas Nelson elected

iii. International Student Rep- Yi-Ching Li elected

iv. Advanced Practice Curriculum Sub-committee rep alternate- Lin Zhao elected (since the meeting, our former rep resigned, so Lin will be the main rep. Any nominations for alternate rep?)

v. Rockford Rep- no nominations

vi. Quad-Cities Rep- no nominations

vii. Urbana Rep- no nominations

viii. Peoria Rep- no nominations

· Possible events for the year

i. Halloween Party

· Set for Wednesday, October 28th at 12 noon in the 3rd Floor lounge. 

· Volunteers: Jen, Rowena, anyone else?

ii. Take Care of Yourself day

· Massage, Wellness Center, Counseling center, Reiki, Nutrition

· Sara Buck- Yoga (she is an instructor)

· Sara Buck- Mike McColly is a Yoga instructor that gives a Yoga and Neurobiology lecture. He is from Chicago. 

· Dr. Zak- We might be able to partner up with Sigma Theta Tau. They usually do a fall program so this might work well to incorporate into Take Care of Yourself. 

· We can think about applying for an HPSC project grant.

· Possible dates: around exams? End of classes? Maybe the week of November 16th?

iii. Street Nursing- Bevel Up
· GSO is helping to sponsor 2 sessions on Wednesday, October 7- 3rd floor lounge (9-11:30 and 1:30-4pm). Bevel Up: Drugs, Users and Outreach Nursing follows nurses from the outreach street nurse program of the BC Centre for Disease Control as they provide effective and non-judgmental health care to men and women in Vancouver’s inner city. http://films.nfb.ca/bevel-up/
· GSO will need to help with advertising. Please spread the word to colleagues that may be interested. 
· Please let Linda Graham at lgraham@uic.edu or 312-413-3695 know if you will be attending. Please also indicate if you will be attending the morning or afternoon session.
iv. Sara Buck- The Hektoen Institute is sponsoring a reading at the CON to promote Gerry Gorman's anthology of nursing, "A Call to Nursing," (features writing by many students from the Graduate school) and to bring in one of the leading nurse writers in the country, Jeanne Bryner, an ER nurse from Ohio. MONDAY, OCTOBER 19th @ 5:30PM in 3rd FL lounge

· Can GSO sponsor the catering?

· Jen- we do not have our final budget yet but it would be great to support this.

· Those present are in favor of supporting if our budget allows. Jen will get back to Sara when we have a budget. 
v. Chicago Food Depository

· If we are still interested in doing the depository this year as a GSO activity, we will need to schedule it soon (for the spring semester since the fall is pretty busy already.

· OR we can do another group volunteer event. Please bring ideas to the next meeting and we will decide on one then.

vi. December Graduates

· Should GSO recognize with flowers? Is it in the budget?

· We talked about flowers or certificates. We can also send them congratulation cards in the mail from GSO. We will talk about this again at next meeting. We will need volunteers for this.

· We will also need the number of grads and names/addresses if we do cards.

vii. GEP graduation/pinning 

· Should GSO recognize with flowers at their completion ceremony?

· Is it on May 5th?

· We talked about providing pins but decided that it would not be in the GSO budget to do so. 

viii. Future GSO sponsored lunch ideas

· APA tips

· GEO representative willing to come and speak with us

· Possible projects for the year

i. Clothing Drive

· Jen- do we want to continue this?

· Naomi will volunteer to manage this project. Please bring ideas for donation sites to next meeting. 

ii. Outreach from GSO to faculty regarding online class ideas

· Ideas: short (10 questions) online survey (survey monkey) to get feedback on graduate online courses. 

· Forum/survey be open to students only

· GSO will put together a formal letter (unified message) to faculty with recommendations for online class improvement based on the survey. 

· Please come to next meeting with ideas for questions for the survey!

· Next meeting: OCTOBER 19th, 12pm

Meeting adjourned at 1:15pm

