UIC College of Nursing




Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Graduate Student Organization



12:00 pm

General meeting





Call-in #: (312) 413-2002

Agenda

I. Meeting began at 12:04 p.m.

II. Past meeting minutes: None to approve

III. Introduction of executive board and new active members

a. Current open positions: Secretary, Treasurer (start ASAP), HPSC rep

IV. Dr. Piano - results of PhD curriculum Evaluation Survey and proposed changes

a. See pdf of presentation slides for details about survey results (will be distributed via e-mail and posted on GSO website)

i. Main change: qualifying exam added to exam process (currently only prelims required)

b. Proposed changes will be presented to faculty on Sept. 19th 

c. Roll-out of changes (pending approval) will possibly take place in Spring 2009, but definitely Fall 2009

d. Discussion points

i. Steve: Hesitation with going to paper format?

1. MP: Yes, there is some. No consensus among faculty or students on paperwork. Also some hesitation in considering international students and comfort level. 

ii. Karen/Steve: Any changes in core classes? Adding classes on scientific writing? 

iii. Jen: Any attempt to streamline classes (e.g. stats taken at both CON and Public Health; different approach, different software)?

1. MP: No change in core classes at this time, but pertinent elective classes are still encouraged. Changes to core curriculum would require approval from Grad. College, and would take much longer to take effect.

2. MP added: Many other grad colleges have comprehensives, qualifying exams, and prelims. The UIC CON has decided not to change terminology too much, as this would also cause a delay in seeing actual changes.

iv. Kamika: How much time from taking qual. Exam until prelim exam?

1. MP: If qual. exam is taken in October, prelims would likely take place in April of next year. Timing also depends on number of questions/ # required to pass.

v. Steve: Blinded review for qual/prelims?

1. MP: Yes. 

vi. Karen: Prelim. hours after exam?

1. Hours added only for those who need full-time status

V. Officer reports

a. Rowena, President

i. Presidents’ meeting 8/28/08

1. UIC Senate – need 1 rep from graduate CON by September 10th; please fill out petition form with 10 signatures and return to Audrey Von Bergen audreyvonbergen@gmail.com or HPSC mail box
2. HPSC mtg Thurs, Sept 25th, 5:30-8:30 pm, Recovery room, SCW

a. Need 2 reps present or $$ is deducted from GSO funds

ii. Volunteer medical mission in Guatemala

1. Oct. 9-13, 2008

2. Cost is $950, which includes airfare, meals, accommodations and all transportation

3. Contact past-VP, Naomi Twigg: ntwigg2@uic.edu for more info

b. Steve, Research Committee Rep.

i. Need alternate rep for this year by Friday and replacement rep for 2009-2010

1. Meetings every 3rd Friday of each month from 9-11am

2. Kamika Brown, PhD student, volunteered to take on position as alternate

VI. Old business

a. Service

i. Goodwill box 

ii. Chicago Food Depository

iii. Care packages for the troops in Iraq

VII. New business

a. Welcome Back Fair

b. Ideas for events/activities for fall semester

i. Service

1. Holiday donations – Toys for Tots, Helping Hands?
ii. Workshops

1. Nursing speaker – host in collaboration with Dean’s office

a. Dr. Piano:  Possibly have a “big name” in nursing give keynote and attend private luncheon with students at during research week, similar to College of Pharmacy sponsored speaker last spring. GSO could offer to cover travel expenses and a stipend (~$250)

b. Steve: CON research committee is in the process of finding/asking a speaker to give keynote – will report back and ask if GSO may be involved

c. Kamika: Suggests Janice Phillips, UIC alumna, U of C researcher

d. Dr. Piano: Suggests Barbara Piper, Piper Fatigue Scale

2. Masters 101, PhD 101

3. MS/GEP brownbag- probably next spring, as GEP starts then

4. BSN-PhD brownbag – probably this Fall

a. Jen: Are there any BSN-PhD students starting this semester?

5. Speed reading session with Iris Reading – ? week of Sept. 22nd
a. Rowena to contact Iris Reading to schedule; will be open to all students at CON
iii. Social events
1. Halloween party, Friday, 10/31?  Perhaps schedule party for Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday in large classroom on 1st floor
a. Volunteer sign-up (ongoing)
c. Funding

i. GSO travel award – Deadlines: Nov. 1,  March 1
ii. Graduate College presenter award – Deadlines: Tues, September 30; Mon, Feb. 2; Mon, June 1    

iii. Health Professions Student Council  - Deadlines: Quarter 1: Aug 15;  Quarter 2: Nov 14; Quarter 3: Feb 15; Quarter 4: May 15

VIII. Next meeting: Monday, October 6, 12-1pm, Room 159 (Rowena to reserve room)

IX. Meeting adjourned at 1:14 p.m.

