GSO Meeting Minutes

March 17, 2010

CON, Room 1151

12:00-1:00 PM

I. Guest Speakers: Jason Leto and Gina Gemmel from GEO (12-12:10pm)

A. GEO is seeking a guarantee of tuition waivers and standardization of tuition differential fees that include a cap and freeze, among other issues

B. Contract proposal submitted April 2009; as of October 2009, no counterproposal was made by UIC; UI wants a wage freeze

C. Federal mediation was attempted on March 3, 2010 where UIC walked out of negotiations after two hours; a second session is scheduled for March 26

D. GEO strike is possible if unable to agree on a new contract

E. Answers to GSO questions related to contract and possible strike:

1. RAs are not included as members of the GEO (only TAs and GAs) due to Illinois law

2. A GEO strike is legal per Illinois law due to the union to which GEO belongs

3. Retaliation by the University, faculty and/or staff is prohibited; however, pay can be docked for time not worked

4. Lockout possibility

II. Approval of February 2010 Minutes

A. Minutes approved as presented

III. Officer Reports

A. President – Jen

1. Awards of Excellence winners

a) Tracy Bartholomew

b) Dr. Beverly McElmurry
2. Online survey update

(1) Will be kept open until April 17

(2) Good response thus far

3. Call for commencement volunteers

a) Needed for one to two hours before graduation ceremony to assemble gift

b) GSO will be giving flowers to graduating graduate students

B. Vice President – Naomi

1. GSO elections

a) Graduate students interested in a GSO officer/director position should contact Naomi

2. Donations

a) Many clothes have been received that will be donated to the Cook County Women’s Justice Department

b) Volunteers are needed to separate items prior to donation

c) Contact Naomi if interested in donating

C. Treasurer – Jenny

1. Budget status

a) GSO budgeted $6556 for the academic year by HPSC

b) GSO has spent $4084.56

c) Funds remaining in budget $2471

d) Current plans project spending $1700

e) GSO will be left with approximately $700 to spend

D. Secretary – Nick 

1. Bylaws

a) Revisions of bylaws were approved with the additional statement to be added in the membership definition
(1) “. . . whose fees, in part, are paid to the College of Nursing . . . ”
b) Updated bylaws will be sent to Jen and Webmaster to be posted 

E. Graduate Student Council (GSC) Representative – Anne /Yoko

1. Robert Malnik from the Veteran Student Association (VSA) spoke with us about resources for students who are veterans. Their website has a lot of good information: http://www.illinoiswarriorsummit.com/.  On 4/24/10 they will sponsor a summit with information about employment, education benefits, health benefits, etc. Please see website for details. They also have an office on the 3rd floor of SSB.
2. We discussed the master plan for renovations to the UIC campus. See www.uic.edu/master_plan for detailed schematics showing various pans for new buildings, better lighting, better transportation, etc.
3. We voted to fund 2 project grants: (1) a trip to Abbott laboratories, and (2) a movie night in the College of Pharmacy, showing "Naturally Obsessed: The Making of a Scientist," which is a documentary film about students and scientists experience in laboratory science. The latter event (movie) will take place on 4/23/2010 at 4 pm in the College of Pharmacy. The Abbott trip will take place on a Saturday this semester. The coordinator for that trip will send out details once everything is determined.
4. Although GEO did not send a rep, there was a handout about the possibility of a strike. Details to follow. 
5. I have documentation about the costs of campus care versus other plans. Campus care of course is more affordable because UIC negotiates discounts because services are provided at UIC. Also students pay a health service fee that covers routine exams, some medications, wellness center services, etc. So if you see things that are not covered by Campus Care, these services may be covered for you, but y the health service fee instead. Click on the links on this website to see which services fall under the Health Service Fee: http://www.uic.edu/hsc/campuscare/uicpolicy.html
F. Research Committee – Anne

1. Need a volunteer for Friday’s meeting (9am-11am)- Anne will send you relevant information

G. Health Professional Student Council (HPSC) – Nusara/Jane
1. Dates have been changed to quarterly for HPSC Travel Grants

2. Check HPSC’s Web site for more information
H. Senate Representative– Srisuda

1. A letter from the UIC Chancellor was presented with a UIC update
I. PhD Committee Representative – Rachael
1. Meeting did not take place
J. Advanced Practice Curriculum (APC) Committee – Lin

K. Admissions Committee – Jenny 

1. Reviewed PhD and DNP candidates for Fall 2010 

L. International Representative – Yi-Ching

M. Webmaster – Boontuan 

N. Immediate Past President – Rowena


O. Faculty Advisor – Dr. Connie Zak

IV. Old Business

A. Massages

1. From the Wellness Center: Still need volunteers for each

2. Tuesday, April 20, and Wednesday, April 21, from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM, Student Center West

a) 10 minute chair massages

b) 2 massage therapists will be on hand
B. GEP Celebration

1. May 7, 6:00 to 9:00 PM

2. GSO reserved room in Student Center West (free of charge)

3. Volunteers needed to handout flowers
C. Pre-Health Conference

1. For middle school and high school students

2. Volunteers needed on April 10

3. Contact Charese Jackson (cjacks4@uic.edu) if interested in volunteering
D. DNP graduation breakfast

1. GSO approved up to $300 to support the first class of graduating DNP students as an important moment for the CON

2. Per Dr. Zak, this will not be an annual event
E. Doctoral berets
1. Work will continue on securing berets for doctoral graduates
F. CPR classes

1. CON has NO contract with a CPR company, GSO is free to hire any company

2. CON’s company charges the same as Chicago’s Pulse CPR Training, Inc. (recommended by Nick)

V. New Business

A. Ideas for our extra money

1. Mindfulness (Jane)

2. Yoga (Sara)
a) Geared towards nurses, focused on relaxation and beginner Yoga

b) Consider holding event in the gym or CON skills lab

c) $30 per hour room rental
3. ACLS/ PALS
a) Nick will continue to pursue costs associated with holding a course and GSO paying for a portion of the fees
4. Bike workshop (Sara)

B. Trivia Night

1. April 14, 5:00 to 7:00 PM, Student Center West

2. This event is a fundraiser

3. $15 per person
C. Thai New Year Party

1. April 13

2. $300 to be spent on the cost of food

3. Approved
D. Last meeting of the academic year

1. Wednesday, April 14, 2010, 12:00 to 1:00 PM
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