GSO 2010-2011

Agenda - Meeting 3

November 10, 2010, 12 - 1 p.m.

UIC CON Rm. 1151

I. Approval of October minutes. 

· Gaps were found in the minutes.

· Will revise and approve in January.

II. Officer Reports

a. President - Naomi Twigg



i. Halloween Bash 

· Thanks to all of the volunteers for making this a success.

· We had a great turnout!

· Best stations: pumpkin painting, touch and feel.

· Face painting was not very popular. GSO should not repeat this station next year. 

· Room 165 worked out as a new location.



ii. Power of Nursing Leadership Conference Scholarships

· Sponsoring a table was too expensive, so we sponsored individuals to attend instead ($75 scholarships). 

· Many applications were received. Three individuals were chosen by lottery. GSO treasurer will contact winners. 

· Conference will be held on Friday, November 19. 

· This was a successful use of funds. GSO should do this again next year.



iii. GEP (meeting with Dr. Lewis)

· GSO officers composed a letter with major themes of GEP issues. Letter was sent to Dr. Lewis, Dr. Zerwic, and to the GRAD LISTSERV.

· Concerns not addressed in the GSO letter should be sent directly to Dr. Lewis and/or Dr. Zerwic. If you would prefer your comments to remain anonymous, please send to ntwigg2@uic.edu and they will be forwarded to Dr. Lewis and/or Dr. Zerwic. 

· Dr. Lewis was receptive to GEP letter. GSO will host a lunch with Dr. Lewis (open forum for current and past GEP students) on November 16 from 12-1 p.m. in Rm. 165. 

· Another issue brought up during this meeting: The comparative analysis being conducted regarding job outlook for BSN vs. GEP students does not ask where you received a job. Many systems (i.e. Magnet) in the area are not hiring GEPs. 



iv. Immunizations (meeting with Dr. Zerwic)

· Letter was composed by GSO and sent to Dr. Zerwic.

· At this point, the policy is not expected to change. 

· There is a waiver available if you cannot complete the forms in November.

· Goal of this project was to streamline the process and reduce resources.

· Creating a petition was proposed. GSO will review any petition at next meeting and will sign if a majority present agree to do so.

· International students are having an especially difficult time with this (see international student rep notes).

· Send any immunization concerns directly to Dr. Lewis and Dr. Zerwic.

· Another issue brought up during this meeting: policy was made behind closed doors, we were only told in July, not enough staff to handle all of these changes in such a short time, etc. 


b. Vice President - Sarah Greco



i. Ronald McDonald House

· 5 PhD students volunteered to make dinner for the children and families living at the house. A big thanks to the volunteers for making this a successful and fun evening!

· The chili dinner was a great success! We should do it again next year.


c. Secretary  - Nick Nelson (absent)


d. Treasurer - Dorothy Kozakowski (absent)


e. CON Research Committee - Anne Fink (absent) & Wannaporn Boonpleng

· Next meeting is next week.


f. PhD Curriculum Committee - Rachel Kay Eccles (absent)


g. APC Committee - Lin Zhao (absent)

· A student representative was not available for the last meeting.

· From Dr. Zak: APN program new standards have passed. They will not effect current students! Changes include: more clinical hours for some of the programs, no Geriatric NP next year for incoming students - it will be broken up into 2 separate adult/geriatric programs. DNP changes were tabled for now.


h. Pre-licensure Committee - Bhumika Gor (absent) & Deirdre Fisher (absent)

i. GSC Representative - Kristina Stevens

· GEO reprsentatives spoke about differentials at the last meeting.

· Travel awards available on a first come, first served basis. See GSC webpage for more information.


j. Senate Representative - Sri Yona

· Searching for a VP of Health Affairs: Senate discussed necessary qualifications for candidates.

· Mile Square Clinic received a large amount of funding.

· UIC received an NIH grant ($7 million) for HIV research.

· UIC slipping in rank. Senate discussed merging UIC and UIUC in name to boost ranking.


k. HPSC Representatives - Chia-Kuei Lee, Michael Shelekhov (absent), & Becca 

Smith (absent)

· Next Leadership Series will be on November 20th.
· Policy changes to campus care - ED services covered 100% if UIC ED is used. If other hospital used, student covers 30%.
· Travel grants for third quarter are over.
· Travel grants for travel between February 16-May 15 are due on February 1st. Each grant = up to $300.

l. Admissions Committee - Jenny Offen (absent)
· Kathy Baldwin will be the new regional representative. 

· Guidelines were created for interviewers to use when interviewing applicants to make the process more standardized across interviewers and departments. This will help our committee understand why a particular candidate was or wasn’t recommended by the department. 

· In the next meeting (this coming Friday), we will discuss how to standardize/organize when students receive information (during the interview, post-admission, and at orientation). 


m. International Student Representative - Yi-Ching Li (absent)

· c/o Chia-Kuei: International students can fill out a waiver for the background check requirement!

n. Webmaster - Boontuan (Lex) Wattanakul

· New pictures were added to the GSO website. 

· Will post GSO travel grant application as soon as it is ready.


o. Immediate Past President - Jen Baxter

· New student group at CON: Urban Health Program CON Student Association. Mission is to offer an opportunity for minority students to have a voice in each CON program, to promote minority student participation in UHP events, and to support the UHP mission to recruit, retain, and graduate minority nursing students.

· Please contact Jen’nea Sumo (jsumo2@uic.edu) if you are interested in attending next meeting. 

· They are looking for a secretary.


p. Faculty Advisor  - Dr. Connie Zak

· Please see Dr. Zak if you have any extra concerns about what we have talked about during today’s meeting.

· UIC CON (Dr. Christiansian) received $1.5 million for a primary health clinic. Should open this month (Roosevelt/Damen).

· Clarification on differentials: nursing differential pays for the extra faculty we have to enable 8:1 ratios in some classes (i.e. clinicals). It would not be fair for liberal arts students to pay for our faculty when they have huge lectures, not small classes.


q. OAP Liaison - Clare Delaney & Julie Kim (absent)

· OAP will have a table at PNLE. Please contact Clare (clared@uic.edu) if you would like to be a student volunteer (free admission) at the table.

III. Old Business

a. See President’s report.

IV. New Business

a. Change Student Organization Name from GSO > GNSO

· Still working on this.


b. Travel Awards

· These will hopefully be announced next week. They will be $200 each. Winners will be randomly selected once the application period is over.


c. Increase in tuition

· Tuition will be increased by 5% next academic year.
· We are told that differentials will not increase for nursing next year.

d. Take Care of Yourself Day



i. Yoga - November 16 from 12-1 p.m.

· Class will be at a novice level. Taught by student: Sara Buck. 



ii. Free Massages 

· We will not have massages this semester.


e. Schweitzer Fellowship Information Session 



i. November 17, 12-1 p.m., UIC CON Rm. 145

· This will be an information session. No lunch will be provided, please bring your own lunch.

* Our next meeting will be in January. Exact time/place TBD. 

