FAQs
What is an HPSC travel award?
HPSC travel awards are monetary awards intended to provide financial assistance to health professions students who actively participate at conference or meetings of nationally or internationally recognized societies or toward contributory work including assisting in underserved areas or participating in away rotations.

Do I qualify for a travel award?
Currently enrolled, degree-seeking health professions students at the University of Illinois completing eligible travel may apply for a travel award. Non-degree students, former students and students enrolled in other colleges at the University of Illinois are not eligible.  Please see Page 1, Step 1 of the application to determine your eligibility.

What type of travel is considered eligible for travel awards?
* Presentations of research (first or last author), scholarly work or poster at meetings of nationally or internationally recognized scientific or scholarly societies
* Delegates elected or appointed by their local chapter organizations to attend a national or international conference or meeting. 
* Delegates representing honorary sororities or fraternities at national or international conference or meeting
* Applicants who attend a conference or meeting for the purposes of obtaining regional, national or international board positions
* Applicants engaging in contributory work which includes assisting in underserved areas or participating in away rotations

* Applicants attending a conference for educational, networking, or leadership purposes
What type of travel is considered ineligible for travel awards?
* Applicants who are not themselves presenting the research, even if their name appears as co-authors of the work
* Delegates representing social or professional sororities or fraternities

What are the dates of eligibility for the travel award?
The last day of travel must fall within the quarter in which you are applying.  You have until the last day of that quarter to turn in your application.  Quarter 1: Jul, Aug, Sep; Quarter 2: Oct, Nov, Dec; Quarter 3: Jan, Feb, Mar; Quarter 4: Apr, May, Jun.  Due to fiscal year budget deadlines, no application can be considered if received on or after June 1.  Applicants whose last day of travel falls within Quarter 4 (including Jun1- Jun 30) must turn in their applications before Jun 1.

Do I have to submit supportive documentation?
In order for your application to be considered complete, appropriate supportive documentation must be included. Incomplete applications will not be considered.
What can I use as proof of acceptance to present my research at a conference/meeting?

Many organizations no longer send formal letters to authors stating that their research has been accepted for presentation. However, theses same organizations do send approval notices by e-mail to presenters. Thus, HPSC accepts a photocopy of an email, addressed to the student, as long as it contains the name and contact information of the representative responsible for scheduling. HPSC reserves the right to deny any travel reimbursement applications if after repeated attempts we are unable to contact the organization and verify the veracity of the email submitted.
Who do I need to have signed the letter of support?
The letter of support must be signed by your department head or Office of Student Affairs and your faculty advisor.

How much is the travel award?
A travel award is up to $300.

What expenses do travel awards cover?
Travel awards may be used towards transportation, hotel and conference registration.

How many travel awards can I receive?
Health professions students may only receive one (1) travel award per fiscal year. The fiscal year is defined as July 1 of one year to June 30 of the following year. For example, this year's fiscal year is from July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006.

If a health professions student has already received travel award funding from the Undergraduate Student Government or Graduate Student Council during the same fiscal year, the student is not eligible to receive an HPSC travel award during that fiscal year.

How many travel awards will be awarded?
Travel awards are contingent upon the availability of funds. HPSC strives to support as many qualified applicants as possible.

Should I include original receipts with my travel award application?
No, please do not submit original receipts with any travel award application. HPSC is not liable for any loss associated with incomplete delivery of receipts. Copies of receipts are also not necessary at this time, but will be required after money is awarded.
How can I apply for a travel award?
Applications for HPSC travel awards can be downloaded from the HPSC website located at http://www2.uic.edu/stud_orgs/prof/hpsc under Funding.
What is a complete travel award application?
A complete travel award application is two (2) copies of the completed application form, expense form, letter of support and required supportive documentation. All components of the application must be submitted in order to be considered for funding. Original receipts or copies of receipts are not necessary at this time.

When are travel award applications due?
Applications are due by the last day of the quarter in which your return date of travel occurs.  For example, if you were applying during the 3rd Quarter because your return date was between January 1 and March 31, you must turn in your application by March 31st.  Please Note- Quarter 4: Due to fiscal year budget deadlines, no applications can be considered if received on or after Jun 1. Applications for the period between Jun 1 and Jun 30 must be received before Jun 1.
Can I turn in my travel award application early?
Of course!

What happens if my conference/meeting occurs at the end of the fiscal year?
Since the end of the fiscal year (30 June 2006) places specific limits on the amount of time available to both process and pay awards, applicants attending conferences in June will have until no later than 30 June 2006 to claim an award, regardless of the date of the last day of the conference. Further, no application received after 1 June will be considered. Any applicant that plans to claim their HPSC travel reimbursement after Friday 16 June 2006 should contact Lessie Kellar-O'Neil in the office of student affairs to make arrangements for transfer of funds
Where do I turn in my travel award application?
Applications can be turned in to the HPSC mailbox behind the Information Desk on the first floor of Student Center West 828 South Wolcott, formerly the Chicago Illini Union. HPSC representatives at your college may also designate a location or person where applications may be dropped off. HPSC is not liable for any losses or delays due to incomplete delivery. 

What happens if my application is not completed properly?

Incomplete or incorrect applications will be notified, returned and applicants may resubmit completed or corrected forms.  Delayed reimbursements may be taxed, so be very careful when completing your application. Ineligible applicants, including those who have received prior HPSC, GSC or USC funding within the current fiscal year, will have their forms returned and will not be reconsidered. The most common reason for rejection is that a portion(s) of the application is missing or ineligibility.
How do I retrieve my travel reimbursement after receiving an approval letter?

If your application is approved you will receive an acceptance email from the Travel Reimbursement Committee with directions for collecting your award. GSC Travel Reimbursements are collected by you, the applicant. You must submit a voucher to the Office of Student Affairs (3030 SSB) after you attend your meeting/conference and prior to the cancellation date indicated in your acceptance letter. Never submit any receipts to the HPSC! Awards that are not collected by the cancellation date posted on your award notice will be canceled and returned to the HPSC Travel Fund for distribution to future applicants.

When should I expect to hear from HPSC?

Following each quarterly deadline, the HPSC Executive Board meets and reviews applications. Acceptance/denial letters are sent by email to all applicants within two weeks of the deadline.  If you have not received an acceptance/denial letter by the end of the next month, please contact HPSC to inquire about the status.

What if I have additional questions about travel awards?
Please contact the HPSC representatives at your college.  Contact information is on the HPSC website under Members>Representatives.  HPSC executive board members can be emailed at hpsc_awards@yahoo.com.
