UNIVERSITY MEDICAL STUDENT COUNCIL 
http://www2.uic.edu/stud_orgs/prof/umsc/index.html 
MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 14, 2009 MEETING 

Location: UICOM-Urbana at 10:00am (Breakfast at 9:30am) 
	Attendance:

Administration: Dr. James Hall, Dr. Kathleen Kashima, Dr. Nora Few

Chicago: Elizabeth Podczerwinski, Brian Bamberger, Justin Boike, John Kenny, Michael Decker, Bethany Schmidt, Mengyao Liang, Ivana Brajkovic, Adriana Herrera, Justin Brown

Peoria: Kara Simonson, Molly McMorrow, Stephen Soong, Brooke Hansen
Rockford: Martiza Gonzales, Akhil Shah, Ryan Fitzgerald, Kaitlin Lee

Urbana: Smita Das, Kimberly Jordan, Francisca Mata, Jennifer Bender, Favni Mehrottra, Alex Haas, Samuel Abebe, Abe Rodriguez, Daniel Cotes
Excused: Rob Hoffman, Rena Shah



I.  Welcome & Introductions 

     II. Welcome and Urbana updates– Dean Hall

Dr. Williams is working to bring Benware to all of the UICOM campuses.  The Rockford campus is working on a paper version of Benware while the transition to the fully computerized system.  The Peoria campus has begun computer-based examinations similar to the Urbana campus.  

Benware is a program that allows M3/4 to document and keep record of the college of medicine competencies for graduation requirements.  In addition, through the UPR campuses, they use the software for examinations and score reporting purposes.

     III. Approval of the Minutes of September 26, 2009 Meeting at UICOM-Chicago

Motion to approve. Approved.

     IV. Executive Board Report
a.   President – Liz Podczerwinski (Chicago) 

LCME will be visiting this week so please be aware that visitors will be on campus. 

The will be visiting the Chicago and Peoria campuses on Tuesday and the Rockford and Urbana campuses on Wednesday.

Doctors in Training program contacted Liz about possibly visiting our campus.  This is another resource that students could look into for USMLE prep.  Doctorsintraining.com

b.   Vice President – Rena Shah (Peoria) 

c.   Secretary – Kara Simonson (Peoria) 

In the spirit of going green, we will be sending the agendas and minutes via email to the listserv prior to each meeting.  Members can print copies of the documents before the meeting if he or she would like a paper copy. 
d.   Treasurer – Molly McMorrow (Peoria) 

UMSC applied to the COF for funding and we were approved.

e.   Historian/ Web Guru – Justin Brown (Chicago) 

Future ideas: We may be adding a This Day in Medicine for each meeting
f.    OSR Representative – Smita Das (Urbana)

USMLE, Global Health, Away rotations, Humanism in Medicine award





USMLE session

Every 3 years they recalibrate the passing score so this will affect the M1 and M2 classes.

Changes to the exam will be anticipated in 2013.

Looking at further integration in the test questions. 

Integration of basic science and clinical medicine and including more media or interactive clips. More basic science integration will be included in the Step 2 CK examination to ensure that students are retaining information.This will affect how students will study for the exam. 

Advice from upper classmen will not necessarily be as helpful





Match

Fewer and fewer positions are left for the scramble now.  It is very important that students have back up plans in order to avoid having to scramble.  It is much more competitive to scramble than to match.  

More and more programs are expecting to see the Step 2 score before interviewing or ranking students.  

It is important for students to be very well informed so that they can strategize. 





Mental Health/Well-being

Focus of the group on Student Affairs at the spring AAMC meeting will continue to address these issues.   this will help address the demands of medical school and maintaining health.

g.   Advisor- Dean Kashima (Chicago)

Dean Flaherty sends along his thanks for the student participation during his recent visits to each of the campuses and for the continued efforts in preparing for the LCME visit.  Dr. Flaherty will also be a part of the search committee for the new President of the U of I.

We are also undergoing a search following Dean Sandlow’s retirement.

Dr. Tekian of the Dept of Education, is working to improve affiliations between the U of I COM and international medical schools in order to facilitate student and faculty exchanges.  He hopes to compile all of this information in one place so students from all of the campuses can access this information.

Dr. Flaherty is also in negotiations with the State of Illinois in order to increase funding.   He has also been very active in recruiting donations for capital improvements for the UICOM. 

V. Site Reports 

a. Chicago 

Submitted by: Michael Decker, CMSC UMSC Representative (Proxy for the President)

Leadership Retreat

1. Held on 9/27/08 at Holiday Home Camp with Outdoor Wisconsin Leadership Synergies (OWLS) in Williams Bay, Wisconsin

2. Full day of team building activities – large and small group initiatives, low ropes course, and climbing wall

3. 60 participants, including 1 OSA member (Rachel Maldonado)

4. Expansion to 4 campuses possible but would require collaboration over the summer months with the 4 campuses to work out location, costs, transportation, contracts, etc.

Leadership Series Event

1. 3 part series as part of Leadership Program

2. Run with the assistant of the Office of Student Leadership and Development at the UIC undergraduate campus.

3. 1st event: November 19th, 2009. Topic: Interdisciplinary Teamwork and Leadership, the role of other medical team leaders in patient outcomes, communication and system-based errors in communication, and the new role of the physician leader.

Alumni Reunion

1. Held October 15th/16th
2. Well attended, best turnout in years

3. Alum expressed particular pleasure in presence of students

Facilities Update

1. The new student oasis is now open

2. Name: Grand Grounds

3. Coffee bar with tables, desks, and chairs

4. Further expansion is planned

Fall Funding Day

1. CMSC received proposals from student organizations and allocated funds.  As described and allowed by the CMSC constitution, all eligible proposals were allocated.

Dialogue with the Deans

1. 1st event was held on 10/19 with a particular focus on the financial state of the school, transparency in spending of tuition dollars, and efforts to lobby our state legislatures with students and alum for funding

a. Dean Flaherty, Dean Dontes, and a number of other deans attended the event and spoke to us as well as fielded questions and concerns from the student body

2. Next DWD will be held on 11/16 with a focus on academic issues, including testing services, curriculum, etc.

4th Annual Health Fair

1. Planning for the CMSC Health Fair held in the spring is well under way 
b. Peoria 

Submitted by: Rena Shah
i. Faculty Celebration of Excellence Dinner – Went successfully, students honored faculty and their families; will be an annual fall event

ii. Peds Interest Group - Diabetic Halloween party a success, 76 people from community attended.  Dr. Bostwick and some students interviewed for local news and an article in paper regarding party.

iii. Speaker nights –

1. Residency Director panel - 20+ people attended, students felt it was helpful.

2. November International Night - Date to be determined.  Discussion about international rotations and service opportunities

iv. North Building Microwave - ordering and arranging delivery soon.

v. Sporting events - Riverman hockey game: Nov 13th or 14th. 

vi. New Business

vii. New Dean’s mailbox comments/questions

1. Students had questions about display case in school lobby.  Per Dean Rowe, no central group controlling lobby case.  Used on a first-come-first-serve basis.  Rowe suggested that groups identify themselves when they have displays in case, so any questions can be directed towards particular organization.

viii. Student Lounge Renovation - Furniture styles will be continuation of what’s currently in study rooms.  Same furniture styles, 4 tables that will “look better”.  SGA also viewed color swatches/samples. 

ix. LCME (Rena)

1. Each class has a designated time to have UMSC rep go thru powerpoint with what to expect 

a. M2 on Nov 6th
b. M3 on Oct 26th 

2. Will address study rooms

3. Will address student services needing more development including health insurance issues ( ie getting access to dentists thru CampusCare, etc)

4. More small group learning

5. More financial support

x. Liaison to the site committee on Awards & Scholarships (Rowe)

1. Will be a Peoria committee that decides on most site awards/scholarships, next meeting is Nov 13/14th from 11-1pm.

2. Looking for student liaison to give input on criteria (they do not decide who gets awards).  Stefanie M. (past liason), Jen B. currently interested in role
xi. Dialogue with the Dean - Dean Flaherty suggested having a monthly dialogue with site deans for students

xii. Thanksgiving Dinner - Tentatively scheduled for Friday before Thanksgiving (Nov 20th) to have a dinner for all classes.  Gayle Volrath and Judy Heffernan to be contacted for venue ideas 

xiii. Extra movie cards left over from movie gift certificate

1. Thirty cards from Rave, two from Willow Knolls 

2. Thinking of donating some for Snowball, or raffle them at Thanksgiving party with door prizes, or including them in thank you card for speakers

xiv. College Committee positions filled in Peoria

1. FEC – Molly Maloof

2. CCR – Tobi Adelaja
c. Rockford 

Submitted by: Akhil Shah

Administrative News:

The new addition is scheduled to open in Feb 2010, with final completion scheduled to occur in late June 2010

 Our official LCME site visit is scheduled for Nov. 18.

Student Organizations/Committees News:

Student Health Committee met with Roger Carlson, CampusCare director, on 11/5 to discuss students’ health insurance concerns.

AMSA – held a successful clothing drive til 11/9. They filled four barrels of clothing to be donated to the Salvation Army

Peds Interest Group and Fam Med Interest Group held their annual Diabetic Healthy Kids Halloween Party. They had 100+ children attend.

ObGyn Interest Group held a baked goods drive raising money for Susan G Komen for the Cure.

College Committee Positions

The new reps are:

Sabrina Whitt - College Committee on Student Promotions

Maritza Gonzalez - College Committee on Admissions

Marissa Alcantara - College Committee on Student Awards and Scholarships

Other News

Jason Alvarado, M2, has been invited to speak at the 2009 American Heart Assoc Scientific Sessions Conference Nov.14-18 in Orlando, Fl on his research titled “End-tidal Carbon Dioxide is Less Sensitive for Predicting Death in the Setting of Optimized Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation Quality.”

d. Urbana 



Submitted by UMSG

$1200 profit with apparel sale

Working to improve healthly food choices for students to purchase

Working with student groups and IT to improve access to a single google calendar to add student events to.  

SNMA/LMSA came in and working to create a pre-med mentorship program that will partner medical students with pre-med college students.  

World HIV day events




Helping with application process

International Food Festival 11/12- students volunteered and brought in international foods as part of the SNMA student group.

Readying for the LCME accreditation

Making Strides in Champaign Walk- 20 students participated in the fight against breast cancer 





Raised $650!!

International Health Society- planning a trip to Peru or somewhere else in SA for students with FIMRC

Formal/Auction/Variety Show positions are filled and will start planning soon.

Formal/Auction/Variety Show positions are filled and will start planning soon.

Lectures are now being podcast.  Attendance has not been adversely affected.
VI. College Committee Reports 

a. College Committee on Student Promotions (CCSP)

Submitted by: David Rodriguez

All our dealings are confidential due to the nature of our meetings.  There have been no new changes in student promotions policy. 

b. College Committee on Instruction & Appraisal (CCIA)

Kaitlin Lee M4 Chicago

The CCIA meeting for November was cancelled.  We will be meeting again in December and review the LCME accreditation survey.  The last meeting went over the curriculum evaluations of the 4 college sites. 
c. College Committee on Admissions (CCA)

Lila Gollogly, MSP Chicago 
Candidates with an average interview score of 3, but one individual score of less than 3, will be separately reviewed by an ad hoc committee formed from members of the interview subcommittee. These applicants will then be presented to the CCA at the monthly meeting.

 We feel that this change will give the interview more significance without changing the way the numbers are crunched.
d. College Committee on Student Awards and Scholarships (CCSAS)

Submitted by: Jennifer Bender Cash

Nothing new to report
e. Foreign Exchange Committee (FEC)

Submitted by: Jennifer Bender Cash

Nothing new to report

VII. HPSC Update

Submitted by Bethany Schmidt

-Project Grant will be voted on next meeting November 19 – due date is 11/14/09 by email only.

   1. Travel Grants Explanation- forward email to respective colleges; due 12/7/09 by email only to Mengyao @ hpscgrants@gmail.com
   2. Project Grants Explanation- forward email to respective colleges; due 11/14/09 by email only to Mengyao @ hpscgrants@gmail.com

-AMA showdown was 11/4/09 6-9pm at SCW Fitness Center; will raise money for the community health clinics

-Campus Care is a health care discount plan.  Student knowledge of services at the Rockford and Peoria campuses still continues to be problematic.  Students should be proactive about calling Campus Care if problems arise.  They are willing to work with students.  This includes emergency situations, if at all possible. http://www.uic.edu/hsc/campuscare/

    VIII. Old Business 
a. Student role during LCME visit- November 16-18th
The Student Survey results will be forwarded through the listserv this weekend. 
Top 10 recommendations from the Student Survey

· Enhance administration awareness and responsiveness to student concerns and site-specific concerns via surveys and Q&A forums.  Students appreciate receiving timelines and checklists/guides throughout med school.
· Repair/upgrade facilities (lecture halls, labs)- more of an issue with the Chicago students.

· Expand relaxation and study space in Chicago, Urbana, and Peoria.
· In general, provide better dental coverage for students in terms of availability of services and timeliness of obtaining appointments.
· It was recommended by students at each of the sites to teach M1/M2 class material with a stronger emphasis on USMLE exams by incorporating more USMLE style questions during lectures/quizzes.
· To avoid misperceptions about how tuition fees are distributed across campuses, it may be beneficial for the Chicago-based financial aid staff to make a monthly or bi-monthly trip to regional campuses. Clarify to students that Peoria and Rockford sites only get student fee dollars.

· Offer sub-internships in disciplines other than medicine and pediatrics.
· Directors of courses/clerkships that were less favorably rated at a particular site should collaborate with directors at other sites in addition to obtaining student feedback.

· Provide Rockford students with a primary care track or specialty track during clerkship years.  Students believe there is heavy emphasis on family medicine and medicine subspecialties, which limits students’ networking with physicians in other departments. 
· Utilize Urbana students’ feedback to institute changes regarding the M2 curriculum and the M4 Medicine & Society course.
b. Open College Committee Positions- status updates

See Rockford site report

c. Facilities Committee/Task force updates and issues

Chicago- Mike Decker- Email system to report facility problems has been set up and is working.  The Oasis project is completed which includes an area to get coffee, snacks, wifi, and study.  

d. Student letter writing campaign to legislatures updates

No new updates from the Chicago campus.  The hope is to have more progress in between this and the next UMSC meeting in Feb.


They are hoping to get alumni involved in this project in order to get all districts covered.  


They are hoping to get a standardized letter written in order to increase state funding for the UICOM.  Currently only 8% of the school’s budget is funded by the state. We also have not received promised funding from the state.  In order to send out these letters, the 9 digit zip codes are needed from each student participant.


Next steps could include personalized letters and trying to get alumni even more involved.  The group will be contacting Elizabeth Skinner with alumni relations. 


Please contact Mike Decker if you are interested in getting involved at decker87@gmail.com.

 IX. New Business 

a.  Humanism in Medicine Award video during lunch

Updates will be sent out during the next week. 

  X. Closing


motion to adjourn 1230
